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1947 Rookies K-P
Albert J. “Jack” King (Missoula ’47)
Jack died February 13, 2019. He graduated from the University of
Montana in 1950 with a degree in business administration and played
safety and backup quarterback for the Grizzlies. Jack then began a 60 plus
year career in banking during which he chartered two banks and became
president of the Montana Independent Bankers.
In 1984 he became Chairman of the Independent Bankers of America
and was appointed to the Consumer Advisory Council in 1998.
Jack was involved in many community and state organizations
throughout his life. He was the founder of the Highlander Track Club that,
over a 44-year span, provided a track program for over 14,000 grade
school kids. Jack jumped at Missoula for the 1947-48 seasons
Norman C. Knapp (Missoula ’47)
Norm, 87, died Oct. 15, 2010, in Aurora, Colo. He joined the U.S. Marine
Corps in 1940 and based at Pearl Harbor, he was deployed to the South
Pacific as part of Marine Fighter Squadron VMF-123 during World War II.
During his service Norman advanced to the rank of sergeant major,
youngest to achieve this rank at the time. After the war, Norm moved to
Missoula, where he entered the University of Montana. He jumped from
Missoula for just the 1947 season, finding school to be increasingly
challenging; he joined the Missoula City Fire Department. Norm completed
his studies in 1950 with a degree in geology.
Norm went work for the Army Corps of Engineers Oahu Dam Project on
the Missouri River. Mobil Oil hired him as a petroleum geologist, and he
worked in Montana, North Dakota, Kansas, Oklahoma, and Colorado. He
had 33 years of service with the company.
Louie Larrinaga (McCall ’47)
Louie died December 21, 1998, at the age of 69 in Boise after a long
battle with cancer. Burial was in Mt. Calvary Cemetery in Nampa. Louie
was born April 24, 1929, at Nampa to Luis and Sala Larrinaga. He
graduated from Nampa High School in 1947 and then worked that summer
out of McCall as a smokejumper. Louie worked for Pacific Fruit Express in
1949. He served with the U.S. Army from 1951-52 and married Angela C.
Bicandi in August 1951. They had four children. He then worked more than
30 years for Mountain States Telephone and Telegraph before retiring in
1984.

After his retirement, Louie drove school buses for the Boise-Winnemucca
Stage Company. He met his second wife, Sandra Wilbur, at that time and
they were married in April 1992. He had a special love for the Owyhee
Mountains of southwestern Idaho. Louie also enjoyed raising sheep and
cattle on his ranchette in Boise. He is survived by his widow Sandra.
Gene R. Little (Missoula ’47)
Gene died February 18, 2018. He was born in Seattle, Washington,
and lived in the Southern Puget Sound area his entire life, graduating from
Highline High School in 1946 and attending Washington State University
earning a degree in Natural Resources.
After graduating from WSU, he worked for the Washington State
Department of Natural Resources until his retirement in 1982 as head of
their Technical Services Division.
After retirement, Gene was active as a caregiver to his wife until her
passing and he served on the Washington State Noxious Weed Control
and the Olympia Symphony Boards. He worked on his 30-acre farm raising
Scotch Highland Cattle and horses.
Gene jumped at Missoula in 1947 and was a Life Member of the NSA.
Edward I. Martinson (Missoula ’47)
Ed died Thursday, April 24, 2003, at his home in Missoula after a twoyear battle with leukemia. After high school, Ed went to Camp Perry, Va.,
for Navy Seabees boot camp and served during World War II. Upon his
return, he entered the university in Missoula where he received his forestry
degree.
Ed's early career choice was to follow in his father's footsteps as a
carpenter, but he later migrated to the wood products industry. He worked
with Intermountain Lumber, Hoerner-Waldorf and then retired from
Champion International. He held numerous positions during his career
beginning with production worker at Intermountain and ending as regional
manager for Champion after 35 years of dedicated service.
During the summers of his college years, he jumped at Missoula. Ed
jumped the 1947 and 1949 seasons. He quit jumping and returned to his
home less than a week before the Mann Gulch Fire. He lost a lot of close
friends that day.
Gordon Howard Matheson (Missoula ’47)
Gordon, 80, died October 15, 2006, in Conrad, Montana, from
complication of diabetes. He was born on the family farm near Fairmount,
North Dakota, January 28, 1926. He completed a year of college at North

Dakota State School of Science in Wahpeton, North Dakota, before
enlisting in the US Army on June 23, 1944. He was assigned to the 394th
Field Artillery Battalion which provided replacement troops for combat
soldiers in Europe. He received an Honorable Discharge in 1946 and
enrolled in the School of Forestry at the University of Montana. He signed
on with the smokejumpers for the 1947 season.
Gordon married in the fall of 1947 and he and his wife established as
successful dryland grain farm 25 miles east of Conrad, farming there for 47
years before retiring. During his career he served on boards of many
cooperatives and traveled to China with one of the first private US
delegations. Gordon also served a term on the Montana Chamber of
Commerce board. He is buried in the Hillside Cemetery at Conrad,
Montana.
Charles Alvin McDonald (Missoula ’47)
Charles, 58, died March 23, 1982, and is buried in Coeur d’Alene, Idaho.
He was born April 25, 1923, in Missoula. He married Claire Ranahan
September 6, 1946, in Missoula. He was a Major in the US Air Force during
WWII and jumped at Missoula during the 1947 season.
Theodore H. “Ted” McDonald (Missoula ’47)
Ted, 40, Beaverhead Forest Engineer, died September 23, 1966, in the
crash of a helicopter near Quake Lake. He was working out of Dillon at the
time. Eight smokejumpers parachuted to the scene the following day to
rescue one survivor and clear a landing spot for a rescue helicopter.
He was born July 8, 1926, in Kemmerer, Wyoming, and married Daphene
Randall in Missoula in 1946. Ted was a WWII Navy veteran
Bernard B. Nielsen (McCall ’47)
Bernie, 84, died Dec. 14, 2010, in Boise. He attended Boise Junior
College, now Boise State University, where he played quarterback for the
football team in the 1947 and 1948 seasons. Following graduation from
Kuna High School in 1944, Bernie served in the Army Air Corps for two
years, spending the last 10 months in Guam. He jumped from McCall in
1947-50, after which he worked 33 years as a lineman for Mountain Bell
Telephone Company, retiring in 1984.
Robert Lloyd “Bob” Nolan (Cave Junction ’47)
Bob, 89, died February 9, 2016, in Grants Pass, Oregon. He was born
April 26, 1926, in Ely, Nevada. Bob served in the 82nd Airborne during

WWII and was discharged in 1946. He rookied at Cave Junction in 1947
and jumped there through 1950. When told that he had to quit doing
parachute jumps at fairs and other events, he quit smokejumping.
Some friends suggested that he buy a truck and start logging, a career
that would last for 40 years. Bob won the National Parachute Jumping
contest in 1951 in Detroit, Michigan, and was one of the first jumpers to
create a “bat-wing” allowing him more maneuverability.
Avery James “Jack” Nott (Missoula ’47)
Jack passed away August 14, 2004, at Fairbanks Memorial Hospital. He
was born Sept. 4, 1927, in White Sulfur Springs, Montana. In 1945 he
joined the Navy after graduating mid-term from high school.
Jack later received his college degree in Animal Husbandry and jumped
at Missoula for three seasons. At the end of the 1950 season, Jack, and
Jim Brown (MSO-46) arrived in Fairbanks with no jobs and "one silver
dollar between them." That began his 54-year life in the land he loved. Jack
worked for Alaska airlines retiring as station manager in Fairbanks in 1990.
Albert R. Pappenhagen (Missoula ’47)
Al, 87, died June 20, 2016, in Pleasant Hill, California. He graduated with
a BA in Chemistry from the University of Idaho and received his PhD in
biochemistry from Purdue University in 1959.
During the next three years in Chicago, he was involved in human
plasma research. After moving to California in 1962, he began his research
on Hemophilia at Cutter Laboratories in Berkeley. His big breakthrough
came in 1964 when research that he developed resulted in the creation of
the medicine that hemophiliacs use today. Al’s work was patented. Al
jumped at Missoula during the 1947-48 seasons.
James Bruce Paris (McCall ’47)
The following information is not connected directly to him being a
smokejumper but timeline fits.
James Bruce Paris was born on May 14, 1926, in Idaho. He married
Carole Blanchette on November 11, 1961, in Phoenix, Arizona. He died on
July 30, 1980, in El Paso, Texas, at the age of 54. Bruce was in the Navy
1944-46 and in the Meridian, Idaho, H.S. yearbook in 1942. He jumped at
McCall in 1947.
Charles D. “Chuck” Parker (Missoula ’47)

Chuck died December 10, 2008. After attending a year at Montana State
University, he joined the Merchant Marines during WWII and later
volunteered for the Army and was discharged as a captain.
After the war he finished his degree at Montana State and received his
Ph.D. from the University of Iowa in 1953.
Chuck spent four years on staff at Iowa and then returned to Missoula
where he found the Department of Speech Pathology and Audiology at
Montana State. He spent several decades teaching and running a clinic
that helped provide speech and hearing services throughout Montana.
Richard A. “Paperlegs” Peterson (McCall ’47)
The long-time (47-62) McCall jumper and CIA employee was felled by a
heart attack and died peacefully at his home in Weiser, ID on Oct. 19,
1999. Richard was born March 3, 1927, at Gannett, Idaho, the son of
Martin and Madge Leazenby Peterson. He attended elementary school in
Gannett and began high school at Hailey. He left during his senior year in
1945 to join the U.S. Army and trained as a paratrooper at Fort Benning,
Ga., with the 82nd Airborne. He was honorably discharged in 1946 and
returned to graduate from Salmon High School in 1947.
Paperlegs became a smokejumper with the U.S. Forest Service the
summer of 1947. From then until 1954 he spent summers as a
smokejumper and winters in mining. He went full-time with the Forest
Service in 1955 and made over 200 parachute jumps throughout the
western United States. He was a member of the National Smokejumper
Association and is fondly recalled as "Paperlegs."
From 1962-1973 he worked as a parachute dispatch officer for
Intermountain Aviation involved with special operations in Tibet, Laos,
Vietnam, Cuba, India, and Peru. He met and married Ridgely Chapline in
1964. The couple lived in Tucson, Ariz. They moved to Lander, Wyo., in
1973, where he worked as a miner. In 1982 they returned to Salmon and
resided there until moving to Weiser in 1994. He is survived by his wife,
Ridgely.

